Iowa Department of Education March 2009 Resources for Iowa School Leaders

FROM THE DIRECTOR

Education As Seen Through the Eyes of Students

Over the last few weeks | have had the opportunity to observe and talk to high school students here in lowa
who are participating and even helping to create innovative and engaging learning environments. It is clear from
my conversations with these students and from recent national reports that we are entering an era in which we
must change teaching and learning.

Why do | say that? If we watch and listen to our students of today it is evident they are learning and
interacting with others in very different ways than schooling has engaged them in the past.

At the same time, parents and employers are expressing their expectations for schools that go beyond the
attainment of knowledge. It is a given that students must be able to read, compute, and write. The expectations
parents and employer now have go far beyond that; voters and parents have expressed that they believe the
skills of problem solving, teamwork, and critical thinking are equally as important as the “basics.”

Both parents and students want skills that can be applied in real-world situations. Students want to be
engaged and active learners.

| recently asked students at East Marshall High School what would be the characteristics of teachers and
the attributes of a learning environment in this new era. What | hear is this:

e “Guiding not telling” — allow students to seek answers and construct learning experiences that
bring meaning to them;
Multi-age groups where students learn from one another;
Technology imbedded in learning, not added on;
Demonstration of knowledge and skills through performances;
Content and knowledge acquired “just in time”;
More than one pathway to learning;
Opportunities to learn that extend beyond the school day and school doors;
e Respect and understanding of different learning styles.

Students have much to share about their learning needs and the kinds of experiences they believe will
“catch, intrigue, and captivate” them so that “schooling” will be prized and sought by all.

Thus, | would ask that as you and your community consider the implementation challenges of the lowa Core
Curriculum that students have a place at the discussion table.

Judy Jeffrey

NEWS FROM THE DE

Federal Stimulus Package (American Recovery and Reinvestment Act) Update

While it is clear that the educational system in lowa stands to benefit from the infusion of American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funding, detailed and official guidance on the use and distribution of
funds is simply not available yet.

lowa Department of Education Director Jeffrey met with Secretary of Education Arne Duncan and Vice
President Joe Biden, as well as other chief state school officers, on Wednesday, February 25 in Washington to
discuss implementation details of the stimulus bill. In addition, the department is working daily with the
Governor, legislative leadership, and the Department of Management to determine appropriate uses and
distribution of funds in a way that complies with the federal statute.
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Please see the attached list of lowa-specific funding related to the ARRA. The department will make
additional information available as it is provided.

It is important that as districts plan their budgets for the upcoming year that administration waits for the
official funding amounts from the lowa Department of Education and the regulations surrounding these funds. In
addition, the department knows there will be reporting requirements.

The department will furnish information just as soon as it can confirm it is accurate and meets federal
guidelines.

Final Portion of lowa Core Curriculum Approved

The State Board of Education recently accepted the final portion of the lowa Core Curriculum required for all
kindergarten through 12" grade students in the state of lowa. The portion approved by the board focuses on
expectations for kindergarten through eighth-grade students in the area of social studies and 21 century skills.

Specifically, the board accepted the 21% century skills, which includes employability skills, financial literacy,
health literacy, technology literacy, and civic literacy. In addition, the board approved essential skills and
concepts for social studies, which address the specific areas of behavioral sciences, economics, geography,
history, and political science/civic literacy. The skills and concepts approved are identified for grade spans,
including primary elementary grades, intermediate elementary grades, and middle school.

The board also approved additional math skills for kindergarten through 12" grade. These include skills
related to problem solving, ability to construct and apply multiple connected representations, and more.

This spring, the department and its partners will finalize our approach for what training will look like next
year.

For more information, please visit the newly revised lowa Core Curriculum Web site at
http://www.corecurriculum.iowa.gov/Home.aspx. This is an initial launch of this site, which will be updated in a
few weeks with new information and more robust search capabilities.

Statewide Enrollment Projections Show Increase

Recently updated statewide enroliment projections show a slight increase in the number of kindergarten
through 12" grade students from 2010-2011 to 2013-2014. Certified enrollment is for 2008-2009 is 477,019. In
2013-2014, that number is projected to increase to 487,440.

Projections also show a continued trend of increased enrollment in large suburban districts and a decrease
in small rural districts. Enroliment projections are based on trends observed in the number of students moving
from grade to grade and birth rate trends.

For more information and district-level projections, please visit
http://www.iowa.gov/educate/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat view&gid=561&Iltemid=1563.

Senior Year Plus Rules Noticed

lowa Administrative Rules for the Senior Year Plus law were noticed by the State Board of Education on
February 11. Guidance was sent out to superintendents in December. A hearing on the rules will be held on
March 31 from 9:00 a.m. to noon, originating in the lowa Communications Network Room on the second floor of
the Grimes State Office Building, East 14th Street and Grand Avenue, Des Moines, lowa. The rules are
currently available at
http://www.iowa.gov/educate/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc _download&qid=6437.

Teacher of the Year Nominations Due

The nomination deadline for the 2010 Teacher of the Year is April 15.

Anyone, including school administrators, colleagues, students, parents, college faculty, and associations,
may nominate teachers for the award. Winners are chosen by a committee that includes representatives of the
lowa Department of Education, the lowa State Education Association (ISEA), the School Administrators of lowa
(SAl), the Parent Teachers Assaociation (PTA), the past lowa Teacher of the Year, and representatives from
higher education institutions.

The lowa Teacher of the Year may serve as the lowa Ambassador to Education, acting as an education
liaison to primary and secondary schools in this state.

The lowa Teacher of the Year Award was established in 1958 and is sponsored by the department through
an appropriation from the lowa legislature. The award provides an opportunity to recognize an outstanding lowa
teacher.

Please visit http://www.iowa.gov/educate/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=686 to obtain a
nomination form. For questions, contact Deborah Humpal at 515-281-3980 or deborah.humpal@iowa.gov.
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lowa Partners with China and Taiwan to Expand Offerings to Educators and Students
The lowa Department of Education has established several partnerships and program offerings for cultural
exchange and foreign language education with the People's Republic of China. These include:

e Chinese Teachers to Teach in lowa: The lowa Department of Education is finalizing an agreement
with the People's Republic of China to place one or more teachers from China into lowa public high
schools or middle schools. These teachers are appropriately licensed by China, available as early
as the 2009-2010 school year and willing to commit to a full year of teaching Chinese language and
culture to lowa students. If interested or if a district has questions, please contact John Scott at
515-281-3805 or john.scott@iowa.gov.

e Chinese Language Teacher Recruitment and Sister School Partnerships: The Visiting Chinese
Teachers from Taiwan Program invites superintendents or principals to visit university language
centers and K-12 schools throughout Taiwan. For those schools interested in establishing or
enriching their Chinese language programs, this is a great opportunity to recruit in person Chinese
language teachers and find sister school partnerships. Roundtrip airfare and accommodation will
be covered by the Ministry of Education in Taiwan. Tentative dates are April 3-April 12 and the
tentative itinerary is attached. For more information, please contact Cyndi Chen, Administrator at
Commission on the Status of lowans of Asian and Pacific Islander Heritage (CAPI); 515-281-4223
(office); 515-240-8782 (cell); 515-242-6119 (fax); cyndi.chen@iowa.gov; www.iowacapi.org

e Opportunity to Teach in Taiwan: The lowa Department of Education has an agreement with the
Ministry of Education in the Republic of China (Taiwan) that offers experienced and newly licensed
lowa elementary teachers the opportunity to teach in Taiwanese schools for one academic year.
Participants work with local Taiwanese teachers to develop curriculum and to teach English to
elementary students. Recent participants have found the experience extremely fulfilling and
worthwhile. The application and a “frequently asked questions” document are found at:
http://www.iowa.gov/educate/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=689&Itemid=1.
Applications must be postmarked by April 24, 2009. For additional information, contact Rebecca
(“Becky”) Griglione at 515-281-3170 or rebecca.griglione@iowa.gov

e Taiwan Ministry of Education Offers Scholarships: The Taiwan Ministry of Education is offering two
types of scholarships available this year. The first, known as the Taiwan Scholarship, is offered to
people who wish to enroll in a degree program in Taiwan. Undergraduate scholarship recipients will
be provided with a monthly stipend for four years. The second is the Huayu Enrichment
Scholarship is tailored for people who wish to focus exclusively on the study of Chinese.
Recipients of this scholarship will be given a stipend for up to one year for study at a university-
affiliated language center. It should be noted that applicants for both the Taiwan Scholarship and
the Huayu Enrichment Scholarship must also apply to the university or language center of their
choice. Interested students must submit all required application documents to our office by March
31. Additionally, the Cultural Division will be offering the Test of Proficiency — Huayu (TOP) in
Chicago this spring on March 28. This is an excellent way for learners of Chinese to show evidence
of their language skills when applying to the above mentioned scholarships or to potential
employers. For more information contact Cultural Division, Taipei Economic & Cultural Office in
Chicago, 180 N. Stetson Avenue, Suite 5803, Chicago, IL 60601; 312-616-0805 (phone); (fax) 312-

616-1499; or (email) info@edutw.org

Talent Pool Recommendation
The lowa Department of Education is looking for distinguished teachers and principals to add to its talent
pool. Itinvites education leaders to recommend distinguished classroom teachers and/or principals who have
demonstrated all of the following:
e Exceptional educational talent as evidenced by effective instructional practices and student learning
results in the classroom and school,
e Exemplary educational accomplishments beyond the classroom that provide models of excellence
for the profession;
e Strong long-range potential for professional and policy leadership; and
e Engaging and inspiring presence that motivates and impacts students, colleagues, and the
community.
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Please see the attached request letter from lowa Department of Education Director Judy Jeffery and the
Talent Pool Recommendation Form. The deadline to turn in the form is May 1, 2009. For further information
please contact LaCosta M. Potter lacosta.potter@iowa.gov or 515-281-3937.

Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act (CPSIA)

The Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act (CPSIA) is a sweeping new law that impacts a broad
spectrum of our economy. From manufacturers of toys to the kids that play with them, everyone is affected in
some way — even those who make and donate products to hospitals and charities.

There are new rules to be understood and adopted for everyone from the largest global manufacturer to the
crafter working in the family workshop to the mom-and-pop shop on the corner. Indeed, all children’s products
including toys, books, child care articles, and clothing are covered in different ways by this law, and there are
different rules for different products

As of now, “paper and ink” books such as library books are exempt because they could be used by all ages.
“Toy” books, such as plastic books intended to be used in a bathtub or possibly cardboard books intended to be
used by very young children might be covered by this law.

School libraries should not have to throw away “paper” books or restrict their usage to children under the
age of 12.

The lowa Department of Education is continuing to monitor information from CPSIA related to children’s
books and this new law. It will provide further guidance to schools as it becomes available. Additional
information is available at this link: http://www.cpsc.gov/library/foia/advisory/323.pdf.

If you have questions, contact Mary Cameron at 515-281-3927 or mary.cameron@iowa.gov.

ICN sessions for Microsoft Settlement Cy Pres Program application

The lowa Department of Education will be holding three days of lowa Communications Network (ICN)
sessions on April 1, 2009 for the eastern region of the state, April 2, 2009 for the central region, and April 3,
2009 for the western region regarding the Microsoft settlement.

A complete list of the session sites can be found on the department’s Web page for the Microsoft settlement
under “M” in the A-Z program list.

Due to limited capacity only the listed sites will be used. The sessions will provide an update and current
information on the settlement as well as information and demonstration of the online application for the Cy Pres
program. The application window will be open from April 15 — May 15. Districts must file for all eligible buildings
during this time frame. A complete list of eligible buildings can be found on the same Web site as mentioned
above. The districts can request a 360-day extension at this time, which will allow them to file an application for
their buildings anytime up to May 11, 2010. These sessions will be videotaped and the appropriate tapes
distributed to the media directors of each area education agency. These tapes should be in the media director’s
hands within two weeks of the last session.

Jointly Enrolled Students Reduce Time to Degree

lowa high school students who enroll in community college coursework tend to be upperclassmen with
higher ACT scores than their peers, according to a pair of reports released by the lowa Department of
Education. In addition, they graduate from college earlier than those who do not enroll in college coursework.

The Annual Condition of lowa’s Community Colleges 2008 report includes a special focus on “jointly
enrolled students.” Jointly enrolled students are high school students who are also enrolled in community
college credit coursework through a variety of options. These students were academically above-average
students with ACT scores averaging 22.8 — nearly a point above the lowa average and more than two points
above the national average.

The Annual Condition of lowa’s Community Colleges report provides lowa citizens a tool for reviewing
community college education in lowa. The lowa’s Community Colleges Joint Enroliment Report 2008 was also
released with additional information on jointly enrolled students disaggregated by college.

The full reports, presentations, and other documents may be found on the lowa Department of Education
website at: http://www.iowa.gov/educate/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=252&Itemid=2182.

Bullying Prevention
Research has shown that bullying can lead to significant problems for students who bully, are targets of
bullying, and are bystanders. Recent studies reveal that bullying is not childhood inevitability. Bullying can be
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prevented, and educators are learning more and more about prevention. There are Educational Campaigns like
the Health Resources and Services Administration’s National Bullying Prevention Campaign. To learn more,

please visit www.stopbullyingnow.hrsa.gov/.

lowa has policies that support the elimination of bullying in schools. In addition, quality comprehensive
bullying prevention programming that encompasses the school and community is critical. For more information
on components of a quality prevention program, please see attached document: 10 Components of Quality
Bullying Prevention Programs.

For questions, please contact Cyndy Erickson at cyndy.erickson@iowa.gov or 515-281-8514.

Form for Use by Investigator of Student Harassment

A new form has been developed by lowa Department of Education staff for use by school personnel who
investigate allegations that a student has been bullied or harassed. The form is attached to this edition of the
School Leader Update. Schools may use this form “as is” or may modify to suit their purposes, but it is strongly
recommended that modifications not stray far from the provided format. Questions about use of the form may
be directed to Cyndy Erickson at cyndy.erickson@iowa.gov or 515-281-8514.

Accessible Instructional Materials for First Day of School

TRUEAIM is the lowa Department of Education’s initiative to assist local school districts in getting
accessible instructional materials to students with print disabilities in a timely manner on the first day of school.

The following are tips adapted from the American Foundation for the Blind Tool Kit.

o Make textbooks available for students on the first day of school.

o |dentify books and materials prior to the end of the school year of the previous school year.

e Order books and materials in a timely manner, eliminating sharing or waiting for textbooks so that
learning begins immediately.

e Make sure complete texts are available in Braille, large print, audio, and digital text on the first day of
school to ensure the child with a print disability is given the same access to education as his/her
classmates.

Textbooks for mathematics, algebra, science, and social studies often contain many graphics that require
careful consideration when adapting them to specialized formats (Braille, large print, audio, digital text). Also, if
class scheduling or teacher assignments are delayed, children with print disabilities will receive their print
materials late, only in chapters, or not at all. The student is then not fully engaged in the general education
curriculum and learning is delayed.

Children with print disabilities have historically been disenfranchised from having access to the general
education curriculum and future employment because of a lack of access to printed materials. Typically, states
and local school districts do not have a system in place for choosing books early enough or for producing
accessible textbooks.

For additional information, contact Steve Maurer at steve.maurer@iowa.gov or at 515-281-3576.

The contact for all Legislative Update items is Konni Cawiezell, konni.cawiezell@iowa.gov; 515-281-3399.

Compulsory Attendance Age, Funding, and More Moving at the Statehouse

It is no surprise that funding, including education funding, is a top issue at the statehouse this year. Last
week, the Governor signed Senate Files 217, which will mean an extra $6.4 million for teacher quality programs,
$700,000 more for professional development, and an additional $700,000 to help reduce class sizes. He also
signed Senate File 218, which will set allowable growth for fiscal year 2011 at two percent, an increase of nearly
$56 million. This will set state aid per student at $5,883, an increase of $115 dollars over 2010.

March 13 is “funnel” week, which is considered a first deadline for getting bills out of committees for further
consideration by the full House and Senate.

There are several education-related bills that are moving forward at the Statehouse. These include:

HF 259 - Compulsory Attendance: This bill raises the compulsory school attendance age from 16 to 17 for
students other than those receiving competent private instruction. The lowa Department of Education has
registered in favor of this bill. Department Director Judy Jeffrey has said the state is sending mixed signals by
holding districts accountable for decreasing dropout rates and increasing graduation rates, but saying it is okay
to drop out at 16. It is anticipated that about 25 percent of current dropouts would stay in school if the change
was made.
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SF 81 - DE Legislation: Disaster Recovery for Schools: This bill provides assistance to schools to recover
from disaster by changing the approval method for transfers of emergency fund moneys, by modifying certain
funding provisions to relate to disaster recovery, and by allowing area education agency boards greater
authority to purchase and lease-purchase property. It has passed in the Senate 36-13 and now moves to the
House.

HSB 1016 - DE Legislation: Statewide Writing Assessment: This bill requires the state board of education to
establish a statewide writing assessment for students in grades 3, 6, and 10, and requires school districts to
begin administering the assessments to students in grades 3, 6, and 10 in the 2010-2011 school year. lowa
Testing will be presenting information this week on how this type of testing is conducted.

As many may have heard, Senator Matt McCoy is planning to submit a bill that would reduce the number of
superintendents to one per county. This bill has not yet been introduced. In addition, HF 265 sponsored by
Representative Wayne Ford proposes a study regarding the advisability and practicability of a renewed effort to
consolidate school districts to improve student opportunity and achievement and attain efficiencies in
administration and operations.

Please remember to visit https://www.edinfo.state.ia.us/web/legisupdate.asp for the most up-to-date information
on education legislation.

The contact for all Legal Lessons items is Carol Greta, carol.greta@iowa.gov; 515-281-8661.

Healthy Kids Act is Not Related to Physical Education Waivers

The fact that several activities, in addition to physical education, may be used to fulfill the physical activity
requirement does not mean those non-physical education activities can be used to waive the physical education
requirement. EXAMPLE: Acme School allows community swim club to count as a physical activity. Students in
the swim club may use that time to fulfill their 120 minute/week physical activity. Those students MAY NOT use
swim club to obtain a waiver from P.E.

New Cyberbullying Guidance Available

A document regarding the legal aspects of cyberbullying is attached. This document addresses when a
school may discipline the cyberbully. More importantly, the document discusses steps that must be taken by
school officials even in situations where the school cannot lawfully punish the cyberbully.

S*N*O*W D*A*Y*S Guidance

Question: May a school district lengthen the school day to make up for days missed as a result of inclement
weather?

Answer: No. This question was answered in the affirmative last year at this time, but only because a great
many districts had already missed 12 to 20 days of school because of last year’s harsh winter. If March brings
horrific weather, this guidance may be reinstated. For now, the answer is “no.”

Question: May a school district make up snow days on weekends?
Answer: Yes. lowa Code section 279.10 does not designate what days of the week are official "school days."

Question: A school district has parent-teacher conferences planned on a Tuesday and Thursday evening yet to
come in the school's calendar. Staff and students will also go to the school on Friday of that same week. May
the district count the hours spent on parent-teacher conference Tuesday and Thursday night as another day of
student instruction on Saturday (a fifth consecutive day, Tuesday through Saturday) — even though staff and
students would not attend school on Saturday?

Answer: Yes. 281 IAC 12.1(9) provides for this exception as long as the five consecutive days equals 27.5
hours of student instruction. Remember, parent-teacher conference time counts as student instruction.

Question: May a school district add parent-teacher conference time that was not in the original school calendar

and count that time toward student instructional days.
Answer: No.
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Question: May local school boards forgive snow make-up days?
Answer: No.

Question: May a school district get a waiver from the lowa Department of Education (DE) to NOT make up
snow days.
Answer: No. The DE has no such authority.

Question: Must a district make up days when weather forces it to start late or let out early?

Answer: No. lowa Code section 256.7(19) states that a full day of instruction may be recorded if “emergency
health or safety factors require the late arrival or early dismissal of students on a specific day.” However, a local
school board could decide voluntarily to make up the time that is lost by late starts and early dismissals. Making
up these days — especially if a district has had more than a couple of them — is sound educational practice.

Question: If "early bird" students come to school on what becomes a "snow day" but no other students are
bused to the school, may a day of student instruction be counted?

Answer: No. 281 IAC 12.1(8) states that "a day of school is a day during which the school or school district is in
session and students are under the guidance and instruction of the instructional professional staff." In addition,
all grade levels of the school or school district must be operated and available for attendance by all students.

Question: Does the school or school district have to run the buses to count the day as a day of student
instruction?

Answer: Yes. Notonly do the buses have to run, but students also need to be "under the guidance and
instruction of the instructional professional staff.” All grade levels of the school or school district must be
operated and available for attendance by all students. This implies that students must be in classes for some
period of time prior to early release. See 281 IAC 12.1(8) and lowa Code section 285.1(8). OAG #93-11-8.

Question: Do seniors have to make up "snow days?"

Answer: This is a local decision. lowa Code 279.10 states, "the district may excuse a graduating senior who
has met district or school requirements for graduation from attendance during the extended school calendar."
NOTE, however, that rule 281—IAC 12.1(7) requires that there be a board policy to excuse seniors from making
up “snow days.”

Question: If a district closes due to health reasons (e.g., influenza contagion), does it follow the "snow days"
rules?

Answer: Yes. Full days that are missed must be made up. If a district has early dismissal or late start due to
emergency health issues, the district may count the day as a full instructional day. Remember also that if just a
classroom or attendance center is closed for emergency health or safety reasons, while the remainder of the
district is in operation, the day may be counted as a day of school.

Question: May a school district let out school for athletic tournaments and other competitions and still count the
day as a day of student instruction?

Answer: Yes, but only if the district keeps each building open and available for attendance by all students, and
students in all grade levels are "under the guidance and instruction of the instructional professional staff" as
described in 281 IAC 12.1(8). The answer is “no” if an attendance center or district is closed.

Copyright Law in the Digital Age

The federal Copyright Act permits educators and students at nonprofit educational institutions to perform
and display copyrighted material in face-to-face teaching activities. The Act also permits converting analog or
print works into digital format — but only if no digital version is available or if there is a digital version available
but cannot be transmitted because of technological protection measures.

For more about the lawful uses of copyrighted materials by schools, teachers, and students, reference the
lowa Association of School Board (IASB) sample policy #605.7R1. This policy is in the IASB Policy Reference
Manual, available to all school districts that subscribe to the same online at http://www.ia-
sb.org/PolicylL egal.aspx. (You need your username and password to access the manual.) If a district does not
subscribe to the manual, just call IASB's Angie Kendall at 515-288-1991 to ask for a copy.
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Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children

This Interstate Compact, which is aimed at addressing perceived inequities facing schoolchildren of military
parents when they are required to relocate across statelines, has been signed so far byl1 states. It appears
that the lowa legislature will soon join those ranks. Specially, the compact allows the laws of the “sending” state
to apply to transferring students from military families in the schools of the “receiving” state for such policies as
graduation requirements, Advanced Placement, and age of student enroliment.

The Interstate Compact affects only students of families with a parent who is required to relocate by the
military. The students of a family that voluntarily chooses, for example, to move from lowa to the Rock Island
Arsenal for convenience are not protected under the new law.

The Commission’s new Web site, which includes answers to any questions that may occur, is:
http://www.csqg.org/programs/ncic/InterstateCommissiononEducationalOpportunityforMilitaryChildren.aspx The
lowa Department of Education anticipates that very few children of school age will be impacted in lowa.

Grant Funds Available: Sun Shade Structures for Playground Areas

The lowa Department of Public Health has granted funding available for school districts to provide sun
shade structures for playground areas.

Eligible applicants are lowa schools and may apply for up to $4,000 to be used for purchasing and erecting
shade structures placed in open areas where shade is needed and will be used in order to develop sun-safe
school environment.

The shade structure may be removable (put up and taken down daily or weekly, etc.) or permanent. These
structures may include, but not limited to: porches, armadas, shade cloth, and umbrellas. If awarded funding,
structures need to be purchased and erected between April 13, 2009 and June 29, 2009.

Proposals should include the school’s plan for accomplishing the work and should include sufficient
information regarding the school’s ability to perform the services. Proposals are due to the lowa Department of
Public Health by March 27, 2009 and successful applicants will be selected April 8, 2009. The announcement
and associated grant materials can be found under the Grants, Bids, and Proposals quick link at
www.idph.state.ia.us.

Please contact Gary Schwartz at 515-281-4743 or gary.schwartz@iowa.gov for more information.

Statewide Voluntary Preschool Program for Four-Year-Olds Application 2009-2010

Please check the lowa Department of Education Web site for the Statewide Voluntary Preschool Program
for Four-Year-Old Children 2008-2010 Application and the 2009-2010 Technical Assistance Guidance Manual.

Please direct questions to lorri.cooper@iowa.gov. Note these important dates:

o Letter of Intent due March 9, 2009
o Courtesy formatting review deadline is March 19, 2009
o Application due March 30, 2009, at 4:30 p.m.

The Statewide Voluntary Preschool Program for Four-Year-Old Children Grant Application awards will be
based on the 2010 legislative appropriation. Additional application requirements may be included if legislatively
mandated.

The 2009-2010 Application MUST BE USED in applying for funding in year 3 (2009-2010).

Please refer to the Technical Assistance Guidance Manual and the Frequently Asked Questions Document
for Application guidance, both of which are available at the department Web site:
http://www.iowa.gov/educate/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=940&Itemid=1279

Questions regarding the Application Form and/or the Application Process must be submitted in writing to
Lorri Cooper at lorri.cooper@iowa.gov. Questions must be received by March 23, 2009.

Districts Previously Awarded Year 1 and Year 2 Funding (2007-2008 and 2008-2009)

Districts who received grant funds for Year 1 and Year 2 (2007-2008 and 2008-2009) of the Statewide
Voluntary Preschool Program for Four-Year-Old Children DO NOT have to re-apply for a grant.

The preschool (four-year-olds) certified enrollment count that was provided to the lowa Department of
Education, October 1, 2008, will sustain your preschool funding for each subsequent year. This is the same
process used for districts and the School Foundation Aid Formula, only at the rate of 0.60 per pupil cost for the
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preschoolers. (Only those districts already awarded Application Grant Awards submitted certified enrollment for
four-year-olds.)

Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP) Applications Due

The lowa Department of Education is currently requesting applications for elementary schools to participate
in the USDA Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program for the 2009-2010 school year. Federal law establishes the
following participation criteria:

1) Only elementary schools may apply to participate;

2) Each interested school must submit an approvable application for participation annually; and

3) In the selection process, highest priority must be given to schools with the highest percentages of low-
income students to the maximum extent practicable. Any elementary school may apply.

School districts with one or more elementary schools with 50 percent or more of the students eligible for free
or reduced price meals will be mailed applications in early March.

If districts do not receive an application by mail and want to apply, please go to the department’'s Web site at
www.iowa.gov/educte/ >nutrition programs > Fruit and Vegetable Program and fill out a 2009-2010 FFVP
application. Deadline for application submission is April 8, 2009. For additional information, please contact
Dean Flaws (dean.flaws@iowa.gov, 515-281-4032) or Carrie Scheidel (carrie.scheidel@iowa.qgov, 515-281-
4758).

Youth in Action for A Healthy lowa Symposiums
The lowa Department of Education’s Team Nutrition program and the State of lowa Youth Advisory Council
are sponsoring “Youth in Action for a Healthy lowa” symposiums on the following dates:
e Wednesday, April 8": Cedar Rapids
e Thursday, April 16" Alta
e Wednesday, April 22" Davenport
e Wednesday, May 6": Creston
Organizers strongly encourage students to participate. Attending one of the symposiums is a great
opportunity for high school students to gain leadership skills and be a role model for their fellow peers through
nutrition and physical activity. Mileage reimbursement and $500 mini-grants will be available to schools that
send a team of students and an adult advisor.
To register a team for one of the symposiums or for more information, please contact Carrie Scheidel at
carrie.scheidel@iowa.gov or 515-281-4758, or visit www.iowa/gov/educate/ > Nutrition Programs > Team
Nutrition.

Deadlines and Dates to Remember

March 9 DEADLINE: Statewide Voluntary Preschool Program for 4-year-olds Letter of Intent
due

March 27 DEADLINE: Proposals due for Playground Sun Shade Structure grants

March 30 DEADLINE: Statewide Voluntary Preschool Program for 4-year-olds application due

DEADLINE: Receiving district to act on timely-filed open enroliment application
March 31 Public hearing on Senior Year Plus Rules (see article above)
DEADLINE: Annual Audit submission/extension request

Taiwan Ministry of Education scholarship application due (see article above)
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April 1 DEADLINE: Competent Private Instruction/[Homeschooling School district sends the
state names of all resident CIP children who are subject to an annual assessment

April 1,2, &3 Microsoft Settlement ICN session dates (see article above)

April 3-12 Visiting Chinese Teachers from Taiwan Program trip dates (see article above)

April 8 Applications for the USDA Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program due (see article
above)

Youth in Action for A Healthy lowa Symposium (see article above)

April 11 DEADLINE: School Budget Review Committee Hearing Request due
April 15 lowa Teacher of the Year nomination deadline (see article above)
April 15-May 15 Microsoft Settlement Cy Press program application open

Click HERE for a complete

lowa Department of Education Calendar

SCHOOL LEADER UPDATE is produced monthly by the lowa Department of Education for school leaders of lowa.
Comments and submissions should be sent to Elaine Watkins-Miller at elaine.watkins-miller@iowa.gov or 515-281-5295.

It is the policy of the lowa Department of Education not to discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity, national origin, gender, disability, religion, age, political party affiliation, or actual or potential
parental, family or marital status in its programs, activities, or employment practices as required by the lowa Code sections
216.9 and 256.10(2), Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. § 2000d and 2000e), the Equal Pay Act of
1973 (29 U.S.C. § 206, et seq.), Title IX (Educational Amendments, 20 U.S.C.88 1681 — 1688), Section 504 (Rehabilitation
Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. § 794), and the Americans with Disabilities Act (42 U.S.C. § 12101, et seq.).

If you have questions or grievances related to compliance with this policy by the lowa Department of Education, please
contact the legal counsel for the lowa Department of Education, Grimes State Office Building, Des Moines, IA 50319-0146,
telephone number 515/281-5295; or the Director of the Office for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Education, Citigroup
Center, 500 W. Madison Street, Suite 1475, Chicago, IL 60661, telephone number 312/730-1560, fax 312/730-1576, e-mail:
OCR.Chicago@ed.gov.
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HR 1: The American Reinvestment and Recovery Act

A $1.9 BILLION INVESTMENT IN IOWA JOBS, EDUCATION, HEALTH CARE

Medicaid (FMAP) $550,000,000°
State Stabilization -- Education $386,874,000
Highways & Bridges $358,000,000”
Special Education (IDEA) $121,394,000
Weatherization $93,694,000
State Stabilization -- General Fund $86,071,000
Title | $65,318,000
Clean Water State Revolving Fund $53,864,000
State Energy Program $44,209,000

Transit Grants

$36,500,000”

Drinking Water State Revolving Fund $24,481,000
Byrne Justice Assistance Grant $19,205,000
Child Care Development Block Grant $18,120,000
Homeless Prevention $16,816,000
HOME $14,783,000
Community Services Block Grant $10,822,000
Public Housing Capital Fund $7,654,000
Dislocated Workers $6,053,000
Head Start $5,588,000
Vocational Rehabilitation $5,397,000
Workforce Investment Act-Youth $5,224,000
Ul State Grants $5,148,000
Employment Service $3,860,000
Immunization $3,720,000
Educational Technology $3,322,000
Violence Against Women $2,412,000
Workforce Investment Act-Adult $1,571,000
School Lunch Equipment $1,169,000
Internet Crimes Against Children $1,050,000
Crime Victim Assistance $978,000
Commodity Assistance $776,000
Emergency Food & Shelter $639,000
Elderly Nutrition $441,000
TOTAL $1,906,481,000

Source: Preliminary Conference Estimates, Federal Funds Information for States, 2/13/2009
*FMAP estimate according to Government Accounting Office, 2/13/2009
**lowa DOT estimate, 2/16/2009




Schedule for 2009 American
Superintendents/Educators’ Project on Chinese
Language Teacher Recruitment and Sister School
Partnerships

Time Schedule and Activities Note

4/3 Depart from O Hare/Des Moines/Cleveland/Columbus/Indianapolis
(Fri) | International Airport

4/4 12:10 China Airlines Flight 007 to Taipei
(Sat.)

4/5 05:40  Arrive at Taiwan Taoyuan International Airport
(Sun.) | 09:30 Visit National Palace Museum
( http://w.npm.gov.tw/en/home.htm )
12:00 Lunch
14:00 Taipei City tour: The Office of President, Democracy Plaza,

National Theater, the National Concert Hall, National Museum of
History and Taipei Botanical Garden

18:00 Dinner

20:00 Hotel Check-in

4/6 09:00 Visit Taipei Municipal Changchun Elementary School
( Mon ) (http://www.ceps.tp.edu tw/english/index htm)
11:00  Discussion: Schoo! Management and English Teaching
12:00 Lunch
13:30 Visit Taipei Municipal JieShou Junior High School
(http://www.csih.tp.edu.tw/front/bin/calist.phtml?Category=64)
15:30 Visit National Taiwan Normal University Language Center

{ http://www.mtc.ntnu.edu.tw/indexe.html )

-Introduction to Chinese language teacher training and teaching
materials in Taiwan
-Chinese language teacher verification and international
cooperation in Chinese language education
18:00 Dinner
20:00 Taipei 101night scenes

4/7 09:00 Chinese Language teacher interview I
(Tue.) | 11:00 Visit Taiwan Handicraft promotion Center
12:00 Lunch
14:00 Chinese Language teacher interview II




Time

Schedule and Activities

Note

17:00

Dinner

4/8
{(Wed)

09:00

12:00

14:00

14:10

15:30

17:30

Visit The Affiliated High School of National Chengchi University
(http://www.ahs.nceu.edu.tw/cahs/index. htm)
Luncheon offered by the Ministry of Education

Welcome reception & press conference
- Remarks by Cheng Jei-cheng, Minister of Education
- Remarks by American delegation representative
Briefing:
Chinese language Education and teacher training in Taiwan
Or
Speech by Keynote Speaker(TBA)
Discussion:
Taiwan/ U.S. K-12 Sister School Exchange Practices and Models
Dinner
Taiwan High Speed Rail to Taichung

{http://www.thsre.com.iw/en/index.htm /)

4/9
(Thurs }

09:00

11:30
13:30

18:00

Visit Taichung Municipal Hui Wen Elementary/ Senior High School
(http://web.hwes.tc.edu.tw/english/S-history.htm)
(http://203.64.159.12/editor model/u editor v1.asp?id=3 57)
Lunch

Visit Changhua County Guangsing Elementary School

(http://www.gsps.che.edu.twy/)
Erhlin Junior High School (http://163.23.87. 1/english/history.htm)

Train to Hualien

4/10
(Fri.)

09:00
12:00
14:00
15:30
17:31
19:36

Visit Taroko National Park (http://www.taroko.gov.tw)
Lunch

Hualier/ Taitung elementary, junior or senior high school

Visit Cisingtan Beach (http://www.tourguide.tw/hualien736.php)

Take Train Taroko (Dinner on the train) back to Taipei
Arrive at Taipei

4/11
( Sat.)

10:00

12:00
14:00

17:30
19:00

Visit Lin Family Garden Panchiao
(http://edu.ocac.gov.tw/culture/chinese/historic/05/index05 _e.htm])
Lunch

Visit Yingge Ceramics Museum and Yingge old town sightseeing

( http://www.ceramics.tpc.gov.tw )

Dinner
Depart for Taiwan Taoyuan Int’l Airport




Time Schedule and Activities Note

23:25 China Airline Flight 004 to San Francisco int’l Airport (Arrive at
19:10)
23:20 Depart from San Francisco int’] Airport to O’Hare Int’l Airport

4/12 | Amive at O’Hare/Des Moines/Cleveland/Columbus/Indianapolis
(Sun.) | International Airport
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Fields of Opportunities STATE OF IOWA

CHESTER J. CULVER, GOVERNCR DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
PATTY JUDGE, LT. GOVERNOR JUDY A. JEFFREY, DIRECTOR

Dear Superintendent:

The lowa Department of Education maintains a file of emerging classroom leaders that consists
of a cadre of distinguished teachers and principals. These educators may be considered for
membership on advisory boards and task forces, as well as candidates for special recognition
programs. Your recommendations will identify educators who will be of great value to your
community and state and who may also ultimately receive prestigious recommendation.

We are very fortunate to have a rich base of veteran educators represented in our current talent
pool. They have been and continue to be a valuable resource in our state efforts. What is
particularly lacking at this time is representation from secondary educators relatively new to the
profession who demonstrate extraordinary instructional and leadership ability. Such persons
exhibit strong potential for professional leadership and inspiring presence that impacts students,
colleagues, and community.

Do you know someone who is relatively new to secondary education that is illustrative not only
of lowa’s, but also the nation’s best? Whose lessons provide models for others? Who has
distinguished him/herself above and beyond established top-quality professionals in many of our
schools? A minimum of five years in education is a must. Candidates are building level
personnel. They are typically classroom teachers that are recognized by peers and supervisors as
unique in their growth. Occasionally a principal or specialist is considered. Previous recognition
is not required. In fact, of special interest are educators who are outstanding, but have not
received other recognition.

Please provide CONFIDENTIAL, succinct, and specific information regarding up to three
candidates on the enclosed form. All questions must be answered. preferably typewritten or using
the attached electronic version. Please include a narrative with this form that addresses how the
candidate meet